Paper Assignment: Persuasion and classic cinema [Or how to not look like an idiot at the Sundance Film Festival]. [40 pts possible  = about 25 % of grade]. 
A hard copy and an ATTACHED email copy [sent to Brian-Gehl@uiowa.edu] is due by the BEGINNING OF CLASS, Thursday November 15th.  Papers turned in after this will be penalized.  All students must also turn an electronic version of their paper into turnitin.com. If this is not done by Monday  November 19th,  your paper will be graded as a zero. You must login to turnitin.com and form an account to complete this submission. This class 31:106 Attitude change will be listed on the turnitin.com website so you can designate that course as the source of your assigned paper.  

 Your name should only be placed on the back of the last sheet so the paper can be graded blind. 
Film and Persuasion theory.

Is our film history being lost? Does the “now generation” know their movies?
  Below you will find a list of classic and pretty terrific films. Caution: Many are black and white but all are talkies.  Choose and watch a few of these and pick a winner that will provide you with the ammo to write a paper that shows how smart you are [see below]. Note: A great many of these films will be found in the Main Library Media Services and can be located on infohawk and are free . Media Services at Main library also has a good number of VCR and DVD players for those students who do not have access to their own.  

Your Job: Write a paper that shows how much you have learned in this course. Here are a few ideas.  Pick one or make up your own approach. 

Idea one: Focus on the persuasion related scenes, themes, story lines etc [or a couple of them] within the film and analyze them in terms of the theories and findings discussed in this course.. Could the persuasion attempts in the film be improved upon? How? Why? 
 Idea number two: If the film creates attitude or value change in you, or it is intended to create such change, discuss why and how your reactions exemplify or contradict theories and findings discussed in this course. Could the persuasive techniques used by the film be improved upon? Is the film after conversion, or compliance? Is it attempting minority influence etc. 

 Idea number three: Pick a character that needs badly to be persuaded to change their ways or their ideas because they are screwed up or screwing up others. How would you attempt to “de-screwify” this character? Concoct a program of persuasion someone [who? Another character? You?] might use to provoke such change. [assume that raw force and psychotherapy is not an option here].  With this option you could employ a particular theory of persuasion to show you know that theory really well.  
   Idea number four: Report on several films comparing and contrasting them or explaining why one is better than the others in demonstrating course content. 
   Other ideas:  Most films depict some stressful experiences. You may wish to highlight the fact that some of the experiences reported by the folks placed under stress may strongly illustrate principals discussed in the course [e.g. how stress affects the ability to carefully process information]. Alternatively you may wish to discuss how a need to belong makes individuals susceptible to certain forms of social pressure. Other examples may contradict these principals or go beyond them into undiscussed or non-considered phenomena. [e.g. The use of prayer or religious inspiration as a source of persuasion]. Do your utmost to discuss theories of persuasion if at all possible.   If anything you write suggests interesting new lines of research be sure to point it out. 
Be sure to cite and reference the academic and research articles you include in your analysis and make an effort to point out precise parallels or contradictions with experimental results from the research literature.  It won’t hurt if you want to cite specific sections of character dialog to illustrate your points.    One other tip is to provide your reader with at least a summary of the plot line and premise of the film. Make it easy for the reader to see the connection with the film and the course.  
Note: Note, that you will not get much information from this filmed material unless it dwells to some extent on the PSYCHOLOGICAL REACTIONS of the individuals involved. Thus, a “slam bam” action packed account of say a battle or a confrontation [The Hunt for Red October] may make for lousy choices if little attention is paid to the psychological reactions experienced by the characters or if they are portrayed as “supermen and superwomen” who can face down persuasive pressure with little cost or effort.  [Bruce Willis as the wisecracking hero in Die Hard I, II, III & 35 comes to mind here although even here, one could outline the various persuasive techniques used by bad guy “Hans Gruber” in attempts to persuade Bruce to give it up.]. 

  Paper length = 8-10 pages, double spaced with 12 font and normal margins not counting your reference section. . 
NOTES: Make sure you include enough description of the material in the film to allow the reader to evaluate the intelligence and correctness of your analysis.   APA style referencing is REQUIRED in the body of the paper as well as at the end.   [e.g. see the journal articles assigned]. A good paper will include a good number of such references. YOU WILL LOSE POINTS FOR ABSENT OR IMPROPER REFERENCES. Know your APA style. The word “Ibid”  should not be used. Place your name only on the rear of the last page of the paper.  See the class website for the film list.
Baron’s list of classic films: 

#On the Waterfront --Marlon Brando considers his loyalties on the Jersey Docks when his brother, Rod Steiger tries to persuade him by reminding him of “who his friends are”.  But Marlon has his own list of friends AND enemies.    “It was YOU Charlie. You shoulda taken care of me…I coulda been a contender”.  The Director, the great Eli Kazan, named names during the McCarthy Era. Many see this film as an apology for informing on ones buddies. In real life, Rod Steiger never forgave Kazan. 
From Here to Eternity-Montgomery Cliff is an army  boxer who doesn’t want to fight anymore. His Captain wants him to change his mind. Frank Sinatra plays a tough monkey who likes to fight. Ernest Borgnine plays fastso who also likes to fight. Burt Lancaster isn’t afraid to fight but he would rather do other things. Then there are the women who love them. Finally the Japanese attack.  
The Manchurian Candidate.   Frank Sinatra’s buddy Lawrence Harvey has been brainwashed by the commies in Korea. Now he has weird dreams and does weird stuff. 
Apocalypse Now   [see the directors’ cut] Drugs, War, Rock and Roll and combat surfing in Viet Nam. This is what Martin Sheen did before West Wing.  You can see Robert Duvall’s “Yater Spoon” surfboard at the Coppola winery in Napa.  Was this an anti war film? How did Francis try to affect our attitudes or at least our beliefs about this war.    
You could compare this to the film The Green Berets  starring John Wayne.

Badlands—Martin Sheen plays  young-punk Charles Starkweather in 1950’s Nebraska. Sissy Spacek as his girl. He kills her dad. She decides to tag along as he goes on a killing spree. Natural Born Killers is an imitation of this film. Based on real events.  This is what Martin Sheen did before Apocalypse Now. What was Sissy thinking here and why?
Cool Hand Luke—Luke [a young Paul Newman] is on a chain gang in 1950. He is a wise 

ass and a tough guy who takes no crap from anyone. The warden tells Luke  that “we have a failure to communicate” and then tries to change his attitude toward obedience. The guy who wrote this story did chain gang time at Raiford State Prison in Florida..
The Defiant Ones    Tony Curtis-and Sidney Poitier as escaped chain-gang guys chained together in the American South in  1960.  A prime example of Hollywood Agit-Propaganda. 
Gentleman’s Agreement  Gregory Peck plays a newspapeman who poses as Jewish in 1950’s New York to do a story on prejudice. His girlfriend does her best to be understanding but this situation is messing up her social life. More Agit-prop.  

The China Syndrome    Jane Fonda, Mike Douglas, Jack Lemon get caught up in the possible meltdown of a Nuke plant. This film was released months BEFORE Three Mile Island occurred and years before Chernobyl. Life imitating art..eehhh. Watch Jack Lemon for attititude change. What’s the message here to the audience? 

A Man for All Seasons    HenryVIII wants a new wife and wants everyone to say that it isn’t a sin. Our hero, Sir Thomas Moore, won’t be persuaded even though everyone tells him to give in. Is he nuts? Or just a religious lawyer?.
Casablanca  -- Humphrey Bogart as Rick,  Ingrid Bergman as Ilsa and Peter Lorre as a toad. Our gang schemes and plots about who will get the letters of transit to allow someone to escape from those nasty Nazi’s. A kiss is still a kiss, a sigh is still a sigh. If you haven’t seen this you just should. One of the best films ever. Rick’s attitudes toward Ilsa go back and forth but this film is also just straight WWII propaganda.   Compare it to Das Boot or to Lifeboat regarding attitudes towards WW II Germans.
12 Angry Men   Henry Fonda faces down the majority in this jury deliberation drama.
The Oxbow Incident—Henry Fonda joins a posse that catches some murderin’ cattle thieves. They’ve got to hang. They’re bad…or are they?

Bridge on the River Kwai --Alec Guiness has his troops build a bridge in the jungle as a means of maintaining their troop discipline while in a Japanese prison camp. William Holden thinks Alec’s sense of values is nuts. 

Requiem for a Heavyweight      Anthony Quinn as a washed up heavyweight fighter, Mickey Rooney as his cutman and Jackie Gleason as his manager show why prizefighting should be outlawed in this country. A great movie that shows you where Eastwood got some of his ideas for Million Dollar Baby. Who is persuading who here? And how?
All Quiet on the Western Front—A film depicting the joys and advantages of trench warfare in WWI as seen from the German side.   
Marty  A lonely loser trys to find love in NYC.. Ernest Borgnine won the best actor Academy Award for this one. He has his own ideas about who to love.
To Kill a Mockingbird: Gregory Peck defends a black man against a charge of rape in the American South. This film is even better than My Cousin Vinny
The Birdman of Alcatraz [Burt Lancaster].  Based on the true story of a bad ass guy who makes lemonade out of the lemons of his life in SF Bay. Note this is NOT Escape from Alcatraz. Another Oscar here. This one for Burt. What is happening to Burt’s attitude towards the world.
Sweet smell of Success -  Gritty [and Gutsy] drama with Tony Curtis as a sellout publicity agent and Burt Lancaster as the twisted Walter Winchell type columnist who controls him and everyone else especially his kid sister. No one talks about Communism and red baiting in this movie but that is what it really is about. 

Little Big Man -- Dustin Hoffman goes through some changes as he lives through monster battles in the wild wild west of the 1800’s. There is racism here and stereotyping too. What to do about it? 

Zorba the Greek—Greece, 1950’s. A young Brit has inherited some land. A local, Zorba, [Anthony Quinn] is going to help him develop it but things have a way of going wrong.  Zorba does his best to have a good time anyway.
  
Serpico--Al Pacino plays an honest vice cop in a dishonest NYC 1970’s world.  Guess what happens to him? Another true story.

Lawrence of Arabia     Peter O Toole plays a nerdy, ignored, weirdo British Officer who, out of boredom, volunteers to go on a mission in WWI Arabia where he learns to ride a camel and shoot people. Along the way he manages to unite, and coordinate a batch of rival tribes into an army.  Amazing cinematography and lots of Oscars.  A true story of what a gutsy gay man can accomplish.  See the Vincent Black Shadow Motorcycle in the opening scenes for that bit of extra reality.  

Empire of the Sun      A Speilberg flick about a British kid held in a Japanese Internment camp in WWII. Note his attitude toward the Japanese soldiers and how his own attitudes about British propriety change over time and especially note his attitude toward the John Malcovitch character. Whats up with that??
            Das Boot  Germans without access to showers or bathwater cavort beneath the waves in this action thriller about WWII submarine warfare. Made by Germans for Germans. Note the end of the film where history is twisted so that the Germans win the war….no wait, that is a scene from the producers. 


Triumph of the Will—Director Leni Reifenstahl’s visual ode to Hitler and the master race. So blond, so blue eyed and so proud. What a wonderful people. What a wonderful leader. This film as made when it really was Springtime for Hitler and Germany (with apologies to Mel Brooks). Leni says she was never a Nazi. Others have her in bed with Hitler in more ways than one. Compare to other WWII Flicks.

Lifeboat – More WWII propaganda. William Bendix leads a crew of ordinary folks including a young Hume Cronyn [I know. Who is he] after a U boat hit. A German officer is hauled on board. He is bad.   Lots of drama and psych reaction. This is your chance to see Tallulah Bankhead. [I know. Who is SHE. Answer: Compared to her Madonna, Angela and Britany are campfire girls]?


Schindler’s List     Steven Speilberg’s horror flick about life in a death camp. A masterpiece that paints a more textured look at WWII Germans. If you need a lift after watching this, check out The Producers with Zero Mostel and Gene Wilder.

Glengary Glenross  David Mamet’s take on Capitalism. A gang of salesmen compete for a Caddy. Check this out for compliance techniques.  
             American History X  Edward Norton is a skinhead racist. Then he goes to prison and gets confused and persuaded. Hmmm.
             Malcom X    Denzel plays a street hustler who goes to prison and gets confused and persuaded.  Then he goes to Africa where he gets confused and persuaded. 

           My Left Foot     Daniel Day Lewis plays a severely disabled Irish guy with the spirit, anger and attitude of a hero. Watch him change other folk’s preconceived attitudes. A true story.  

