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  Syllabus p. 2

· Remember

· Your topic should involve some “psychological” variables

· You should have 2 (or 3) hypotheses

· Stay away from “sensitive” and/or “illegal” topics

· Example Questions

· phenomena/relationship existing naturally or create conditions/circumstances to test hunches/idea/hypotheses

· Is listening to classical music while you study better than listening to nothing at all? 

· Do football players differ in aggression from volleyball players?
· Is mood contagious?
· Is there something to the facial feedback hypothesis?
· Do we remember things better when they are congruent w/our mood?
· First impressions
· how much do we infer based on very little information?       
· If we do infer a lot, is it accurate?
· Does a student’s working memory capacity predict their GPA?
· Are males more likely to than females to “run” red lights?
· Do Dorm residents and those in the Greek system differ in personality?
· Does smiling at people increase impact their mood?
· Is there a link b/w students’ personality and academic performance?
· Is parental divorce related to their children’s romantic relationships?
· How to get research ideas… for class purposes and in general
· Every Day observations (single case study)—is it true!

· Report you heard on media (news, web, magazine, newspaper)
· Any question concerning human behavior that you have always (or ever, even if just once!) wondered about?
· Any neat finding/study you read about—take piece—replicate/extend

· Any theory you read about in textbook/mentioned in class you liked

· Design a study to test

· Find a topic/question of interest and look it up on PsychLit

· Read & develop ideas based on what has been done/is known

· Sometimes turn things on their heads

· Attitudes can shape behavior

· =>opposite? Reflecting on one’s behavior can shape one’s attitude? Self-perception theory—Daryl Bem

· Conflicting results

· Robert Zajonc (zy-ence)—social facilitation

· Performance improves when observers present vs performance is becoming poorer in presence of others

· Explaining paradoxical incidents

· Latene & Darley—helping behavior—Queens murder with bystanders who did not help—diffusion of responsibility

· Improving on older ideas 

· need to know a fair amount already

· become familiar with area of inquiry and look for holes in theory/hypotheses

· Folk wisdom/proverbs—are they true? often contradictory!

· Timeless wisdom about human nature???

· Opposites attract

· Birds of a feather flock together

· Misery loves company

· Cry and cry alone

· Spare the rod and spoil the child

· The squeaky wheel gets the grease

· Actions speak louder than words

· Chance

· Velcro--cockleburs on clothes--hooks embedded in fabric loops

· Robert Ley—hyperventilation is caused by stress=>but also causes anxiety=>role of hyperventilation in panic disorder

Different types of Research--which depends on your goals

· descriptive

· [cor]relational
· experimental

· quasi-experimental 

Can always look at subject variables—age, sex, etc.
What is a good research idea?

Questions to ask before deciding whether you have identified a good research question/idea


1. What is the research question you are asking? 

--be specific!   not too broad/general 
2. a. What about the idea/Q is interesting to you?

    b. Why would anyone be interested in the results obtained by asking this question?
3. What exactly do you hypothesize?

     =>need to be able to make specific predictions

-how are constructs related to each other?

-what do you expect to find?

-does that still address/test research question?
4. Can it be falsified?


--is there an outcome that could go against hypothesis? (e.g., students at UI are friendly)

5. Is question testable?


-what constructs ?  

-can you measure/assess them?

-what study design?

-are responses numbers or can translate into #s?
