· Ethical Issues in Behavioral Research—Chapter 14
· Great beginning scenario of study a student signs up for

· Involves every kind of tricky ethical issue one could possibly encounter

· Ethical questions that come up in that example: Was it ethical…

· Take participants perspective?

· From an Outsider’s perspective?

· Should people be required to participate in research?

· Is it acceptable to mislead and deceive RPs if necessary to obtain need info?

· How much distress, psych or phys, may researchers cause RPs in a study?

· Behavioral Scientists wrestle with these kinds of questions all the time

· Need to examine the ethical issues each time we design a new study
· You need to consider as well—group projects!
· Approaches to Ethical Decisions

· If obligations to science and society conflict with obligations to protect rights and welfare of Ps, researchers face ethical dilemma

· Mostly not an easy answer to that b/c there are fundamental disagreements

· over specific research practices

· ethical principles to be used to make ethical decisions

· how ethical decisions should be made & whether they can be made

· 3 general approaches to resolving ethical issues about research 

· deontology 
· ethical skepticism
· utilitarian
· official guidelines for research (government & professional organizations) essentially utilitarian

· IN DEPTH—What is Your Ethical Ideology  p. 332 
· Basic Ethical Guidelines

· Rs need to follow two sets of ethical guidelines

· Principles formulated by professional organizations – APA

· Also bound by regulations set forth by federal government

· Official approach of both is essentially utilitarian

· POTENTIAL BENEFITS

· Consider 5 when making decisions about whether a research project is ethical

· Basic knowledge
· Improvement of research or assessment techniques

· Practical outcomes

· Benefits for Researchers
· Benefits for RPs

· POTENTIAL COSTS

· Ps invest time/effort

· risks to RPs’ mental or physical well-being

· exposed to conditions that may threaten their health or lives

· General costs

· Research justified financially

· deception

· BALANCING BENEFITS AND COSTS

· Weigh whether benefits are sufficient to warrant costs

· INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD

· Government ordered all research involving human RPs to be reviewed by an IRB at investigators’ institution if institution receives federal funding

· Submit proposal that needs to be approved prior to testing RPs

· Key ethical issues involving research with human Ps

· Lack of informed consent
· Inform RPs about basic nature of study and what to expect

· Particularly, if there are any factors that might influence their willingness to participate

· Invasion of privacy

· May leave unanswered any question 

· Essentially no “covert” research allowed

· Coercion to participate

· potential RPs must not be coerced into participating in research

· e.g. when person agrees to participate b/c of pressure from individual who has authority or influence over them

· Potential physical or mental harm
· Cost-benefit analysis

· Deception
· used when study will not be valid without deception

· APA & federal guidelines state deception should not be used 

· unless justified by research’s possible scientific, educational, or applied value

· only if research not feasible without it

· never deceive Ps about aspects of study that may affect willingness to participate

· must inform Ps of possible risks/discomfort/unpleasant experiences

· I expect that no deception will be necessary in your studies

· Violation of confidentiality
· confidentiality--data Ps provide may be used only for purposes of the research & may not be divulged to others
· Easiest to ensure confidentiality by making Ps’ responses anonymous
· Typical compromise is to assign codes numbers to Ps that are connected to data they provide
· In separate file, connect code #s to identifying info
· allows R to connect different parts of data without divulging P’s identity
· Debriefing—four primary goals

· clarify nature of study

· what studied, contributions to knowledge, clarify if deception

· remove any stress or negative consequences

· obtain participants reactions to study

· RPs should leave feeling good about participation
· Treat with common courtesy and respect
· Behavioral Research Case Study
· the MILGRAM EXPERIMENT
· Ethical principles in Research with Animals
· less detailed but equally explicit in treating non-human RPs in humane and ethical fashion
· same cost-benefit analysis
· Scientific Misconduct
· general ethical principles involving the conduct of scientific research

· IN DEPTH

· Should Scientists consider Ethical Implications of Controversial Findings?
Specifics Components of “Informed Consent”

· What should be included in an Informed Consent?

· Use language understandable to most people--no jargon

------------------------------------------------------------------------

· What is the nature of the research

· Why are we doing study *

· broadly, what can Ps expect to happen, how long, activities*

· Inform about any potential factors that may influence their participation *

· Risks--discomfort, adverse effects, limitations to confidentiality

· Inform P that participation in voluntary *

· Do not have to participate & can withdraw at any time no penalty

· Leave blank any questions that makes them uncomfortable

· How will confidentiality of responses be guaranteed*

· Answer any other questions Ps may have about study*

· How Ps can contact researcher after study

· Signature line for both R and P

· elements with a * behind them should be covered by you when you ask Ps to do your study
· write down & bring to section a short description covering the above

INFORMATION SUMMARY AND CONSENT DOCUMENT

NOTE: this is a real informed consent just so you know what one looks like; however, as discussed in class, you don’t need anything as elaborate as this

Project Title:
Visualization and Individual Differences

Investigator(s):
Eva Klohnen, Ph.D.,  etc.  

=>list EVERYONE involved

PURPOSE
     This project involves research. The purpose of the research is to better understand the ways in which individuals differ in their perceptions of themselves, others, and the larger world, and how individuals process different kinds of information.  We are asking for your participation because you are a student enrolled in Elementary Psychology 31:1.

PROCEDURES

     Those agreeing to participate are asked to fill out a computer-administered questionnaire concerning some background information, different social values, attitudes, and personal attributes, and to complete two decision making tasks. The study takes about 55 minutes to complete..

RISKS
     There are minimal risks associated with your participation in this research project. None of the procedures employed in this study are of a particularly sensitive nature; and the survey questions and procedures employed in this study are routinely used in psychological research with no adverse consequences.
BENEFITS
     There is no personal benefit for participating in this study. However, participants gain first-hand experience with the psychological research process. Additionally, participants reflect about themselves, their lives, and how they relate to others, all of which are activities that form an integral aspect of studying psychology. 

COSTS AND COMPENSATION 

     There are no costs involved in participation. Participants will be compensated for the time involved by receiving one research participation credit for Elementary Psychology (31:1). Students can also choose to complete one of the available non-research options to fulfill the research exposure requirement of this course.

CONFIDENTIALITY

     Records of participation in this research project will be maintained and kept confidential to the extent permitted by law. However, federal government regulatory agencies and the University of Iowa Institutional Review Board may inspect and copy a participant’s records pertaining to the research, and these records may contain personal identifiers. Your responses are completely confidential and will not be directly linked to your name. This information will be used for research purposes only. The principal investigator and her assistants are the only individuals allowed access to these data. In the event of any report or publication from this study, the identity of participants will not be disclosed. Results will be reported in a summarized manner in such a way that participants cannot be identified.

VOLUNTARY PARTICIPATION
     All participation is completely voluntary.  There is no penalty to anyone who decides not to participate.  Nor will anyone be penalized if he or she decides to stop participation at any time during the research project. You may leave unanswered any question you might experience as uncomfortable or problematic.
QUESTIONS

     Questions are encouraged. Please feel free to ask the experimenter any questions you may have. If you have any questions about this research at any point in the future, feel free to contact Dr. Eva Klohnen via phone at 355-2101 or via email at eva-klohnen@uiowa.edu. Questions about the rights of research subjects may be addressed to the Human Subjects Office, 300 College of Medicine Administration Building, The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 52242, (319) 335-6564.

Participant's Name (printed):  ___________________________  ______________________________________     ____________

(Signature of Participant)





(Date)

INVESTIGATOR STATEMENT
I have discussed the above points with the participant or the legally authorized representative, using a translator when necessary.  It is my opinion that the participant understands the risks, benefits, and obligations involved in participation in this project.

________________________________   ____________

(Signature of Investigator)






(Date)

