Assignment 2 – Method – Due  2/26/07
· Due Tuesday at beginning of lecture in 6th week of classes

· 1-2 pages, 12 font, double-spaced; Worth 9 points
· All group members’ names, TA name, discussion section day/time

Your paper should contain the following Elements & Headings; that is, for most studies, you should have 3 sections (see example here & p. 379 book)

=> Note: the example provided at the end of this assignment is for a correlational study and has all three sections; the example at the end of the textbook is for an experiment and does not have a measures/materials section; however, some experiments, depending on what they do/measure, may have all three sections; that is, do what is best for your study – consult your TA or me.
I.  Participants (2 points)

· Expected number of participants (Ps)
· Demographics of sample (expected age and range, gender breakdown, ethnicity, etc of Ps)

II.  Procedure – describe procedures of study (3 points)
!
· How will participants be recruited for study? How & where will potential participants be approached? What will you tell them the study is about? Does your study use college students, a community sample, cross-section of IC population? 

· How will you try to ensure that your sample of participants is not biased? if you anticipate a biased sample, acknowledge the bias & make an argument that it will not affect results.
· What type of tasks does the P do/complete? (fill out a survey, take a test, look at pictures, etc?). How long will it take? If experiment, what will you manipulate (IV) & how is your outcome (DV) assessed? For most studies, just give a broad 1-2 sentence description here—like an intro—as to what your variables are & how you measure them; section III below will have the detailed info (see, e.g., textbook example which only has sections 1 & 2).
III.  Materials/ Measures (4 points) – LOOK at Example ASK us for HELP!
· Specify all of the major variables that you are assessing in your study and exactly how you plan on assessing them.
· This section, including the SUB-HEADINGS, will also depend on your study. In general, have a SPECIFIC & SEPARATE sub-heading for each of your major variables. Within that section, describe exactly how you operationalized that specific variable. The points below provide some examples & suggestions—again, do what applies to your design/study. 
· If you are using a questionnaire, how many items are you using to measure each construct/variable, give a couple sample items, and report reliability info (this you will add later on). Provide an exact copy of any questionnaire items you are using (attach actual copy).

· If an experimental study, provide the stimulus material that you will be using.  Attach a copy of actual materials.

· If you are asking questions verbally, provide a written copy.
· If you are doing any codings (e.g., you make unobtrusive observations in public place; or you make codings based on information participants provide—e.g., video, picture, voice, a story they write, recalled words), what exactly will you code and what will you record; how reliable are these ratings (add later).  

--looking at examples helps: check out journal articles, textbook example (experiment), and partial example provided below (relational study). 

=> MAKE sure you read the below to understand the 3 Levels of Headings you need to use in the write-up of your research project.

Order and Level of Headings for the Group Project Write-up

Centered [1st level]
     This includes the section headings, e.g., Method, Results, Discussion, etc. 

Flush left [2nd level]
     This is for subheading/subsections within the larger sections, such as headings w/in Introduction or Participants and Procedure in the Method section…
     Paragraph heading. [3rd level]  For example, if within a subheading/ subsection you want to clearly show the reader where one section starts and the other ends… 
An Example Method section –example with more content is on next page

Method [1st level]
Participants [2nd level]
    We had 100 participants…

Procedure [2nd level]
     Participants were instructed to…

Measures/Materials [2nd level]
     Creativity Measures. [3rd level]  We used two measures of Creativity. The self-report measure consisted of 8 items that participants rated using a 1 (not at all) to 5 (very much) rating scale.

     Handedness. To assess whether participants were left- or right-handed, we asked each individual…

NOTE: at this moment, you would not use past tense in your write-up. Instead, you are likely to say, we are going to… or plan on… In the final paper you will then make changes based on what you actually ended up doing in your study.

METHOD 
Participants

Participants were undergraduate students (N = 100) at the University of Iowa; most (n = 75, 75%) were female. Participants ranged in age from 18 to 27 years, M = 19.2 (SD = 1.8).

Procedures

    We approached every fifth person on the pedestrian mall in downtown Iowa City and asked them whether they would be willing to fill out a five minute questionnaire for a psychology class project. If they agreed to participate, we provided them with the questionnaire and a pencil. We assured them that all their responses were anonymous and no personally identifiable information will be collected. We asked them to fold the questionnaire in half and to put it in one of the envelopes so we would not be able to see their responses (see Appendix for exact instructions). 
    Be asking every fifth person to participate, we wanted to minimize any potential biases in selectively approaching some individuals, but not others. Although we hoped to obtain a sample of all ages (18 and older), our sample might still be biased towards a larger number of undergraduates because of the location we chose to recruit participants. We expect that this might bias our results… (say in what way, given what you are testing in your particular study)
Measures


Demographic information. We asked participants to circle their biological sex, indicate their year in college (freshman, sophomore, junior, senior, or other), and circle whether they were currently in a relationship or single. 

Creativity. We used two measures of creativity. The self-report measure consisted of five items that participants rated on a 5-point likert scale ranging from “not at all descriptive” = 1 to “very descriptive” = 5. Representative example items are “I consider myself to be a pretty creative person” and “I like tasks that allow me to find novel solutions rather than require repetition of routine procedures.” The alpha reliability for the 5 item scale = .82. We averaged all five ratings to obtain an aggregate self-report creativity score (M = 3.6, SD = 1.1). The observer measure of creativity was based on codings of participants’ behavior… (etc.) The interrater reliability for the two coders was .76.


Handedness. We assessed handedness by asking participants to choose one of the following options: right-handed, left-handed, or ambidextrous.
