Introduction = Assignment 1  --  Due 2/12/08
Idea, Hypotheses, Design, Basic Operationalization of Constructs
· Due AT BEGINNING of class Tuesday, 4th week – 9 points Total
· Indicate: All group members’ names, TA name, Section time/day
· 1 page (2 at the very most), 12 point font, double-spaced. 
Papers should include the following:

· Idea: Write about your idea.  What is it?  Why is it interesting to your group? How does it advance our understanding of human behavior?  How did you develop the idea (e.g. Is it based on theory?  Everyday experience? Proverb?). (3 pts). 

· Start broad to draw reader in (e.g. general statement about human nature, or observation you made…) and get more specific (what exactly are you studying with your project… then get even more specific with your hypotheses – see next point).
· Hypotheses:  State your research hypotheses (2 or 3). Your hypotheses should be derived from your general idea. What are your specific predictions? What do you expect to find?  Finally, you need to justify your predictions (the “why”) (3 pts)
=>Note: you need specific predictions—not general “I wonder what would happen if…?” questions! Also, make sure that your hypotheses are testable/ falsifiable – but you do NOT need to talk about that in the assignment.

· Design of Study/Basic Operationalization of Constructs: What is the basic design of the study?  Is it an experimental or a (cor)relational design?  If experimental, state independent variables and dependent variables. If relational, what are the variables you are examining? State basic operational definitions for all your key variables.   [Note conceptual definitions are NOT needed] 
· E.g., if you are studying anger, here are some possible ways to operationalize (measure) it: endorses (rates as descriptive) questionnaire items designed to tap anger (e.g., I feel upset; I feel like yelling); number of & degree to which shows angry behaviors (facial expression, banging fists, raising voice, swears); experimenters rate P as angry (e.g., on items assessing anger) (3 pts).

=>Note: do NOT submit specific descriptions of procedure/measures (that is assignment #2); only clear operational definitions of your key constructs
